HOW A  NATION WAS HOAXED
should plead guilty to such disreputable conduct and remain
uncondcmned. One reason for his escape may be that sud-
denly something1 happened that stirred the hearts of the people
and turned the minds of all from the political scene to the
Throne itself. A few days after the Prime Minister appeared
in sack-cloth and ashes in the House of Commons, King Edward
VIII was laying aside the crown of his fathers. Afterwards,
in the pomp and circumstance, the reflected blaze and glory
of the Coronation, Baldwin escaped to the safety of the House
of Lords, leaving all his problems to his successor.
Never before in the history of parliaments has a Prime
Minister made such a humiliating confession. Who could
imagine the great political leaders of the past stooping to such
despicable perfidy.
Few Premiers have lost caste sooner* The people arc already
moving towards ;t new and truer assessment of his character.
He went in a hlaxc of rejected glory which will serve to make
the oblivion to which he has gone the more pronounced. In
congenial company in the House of Lords he will have time to
review the record of his career. What he will no doubt regard
as the most notable of his uehievewents is the part he played
in the sabotaging of the Disarmament Conference, and in the
virtual annihilation of the League of Nations,
For Britain, for Kurope and for the world, the consequences
of Baldwin's victory in i<M5 have been tremendous and terrible,
For the steady ami conUnumis deterioration in the international
situation, the blame lies largely with the British Government,
During Baldwin's tenure of office repeated breeches of pledges
have discredited the name of Britain* Actions for which he,
as Prime Minister, was responsible, have destroyed all faith in
British Htatcsmanship, No statesman of modern times had a
greater opportunity to accomplish great things for his people
and for the work! : none so signally failed to take advantage
of them* lie may have dim* good by stealth, the rest is on
record* Jit* has made loud protestations of faith in great
international ideals,, while he secretly intrigued for their
betrayal Three times in three months his honour has been
publicly impugned in the i louse of Commons* When the
* National * Government! solemnly pledged Britain to fulfil her
obligations under the Covenant of the League of Nations,
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